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Course Outline
Christians are saved individually but into the corporate Body of Church for worship. Therefore, corporate worship is one of the most important aspects Christian life. In fact, corporate worship is the only occasion whereby the entire church are spiritually and theologically formed at a high and regular frequency (once a week).  It sets the pace not only for all aspects of the collective life and ministry of the church but also undergirds the devotional and ethic life of the individual members.  
As modern, or post-Reformation, believers, we often think that we have to cut ourselves loose from the moorage of the First Testament and its sacrificial system in our worship of God because that cult is obsolete due to the final sacrifice Christ made on the cross for humankind. Certainly, there is discontinuity between the First Testament and the Second Testament in the practice of worship; however, the eternal and spiritual principle and structure of worship remain intact. The engagement with God that was first revealed to Israel in the First Testament as a shadow was fulfilled and transformed by Jesus Christ, our Savior and Mediator. Therefore, without the foundation of the First Testament, we cannot understand the worship of Christ and its implications on ours today.
Even though worship is central to their life of faith, few believers have the opportunity to learn the “what is” and the “how to” of worship from the biblical standpoint. They either inherit the way of worship in the traditions in which they are spiritually born or pick and choose the forms that they find most appealing to their subjective experience.  
But what does it mean by (and the purpose of) worshipping God? The goal of this course is to understand the biblical teaching on Christian worship—the dynamic relationship between its theology and practice. The first part focuses on the theology of corporate worship. It begins by looking into the ancient cult prescribed by the LORD for the Israelites so that they could approach and worship him before we seek to understand the way in which the person and work of Jesus Christ has fulfilled and transformed it for our worship. The second part on the practice of worship is based on Marva Dawn’s lecture series on “Rethinking Worship for the New Millennium (2000s).” In these ten lectures, Professor Dawn discusses the elements of our present post-modern, post-Christian culture which makes the church’s worship necessary and, at the same time, challenging. Considerations are given to what mistakes, theological fallacies, false gods, and ill-advised directions endanger the worship of the church and how to avoid them; and how to “craft” worship which forms God’s people for their ministries in the world.
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Class Schedule
The Theology of Worship
1. First (Old) Testament Teachings on Worship
2. The Sole Priesthood of Christ in Worship
3. The Trinitarian Worship of the Second (New) Testament
The Practice of Worship
Marva Dawn’s Lectures Series 
4. [bookmark: _Hlk42182361]The Culture in Which the Church Worship (Part I)
5. The Culture in Which the Church Worship (Part II)
6. Wrong Turns, Confusions, and Idolatries (Part I)
7. Wrong Turns, Confusions, and Idolatries (Part II)
8. [bookmark: _Hlk42182544]Taste versus Root (Part I)
9. Taste versus Root (Part II)
10. [bookmark: _Hlk42182678]Development of Christian Worship (Part I)
11. Development of Christian Worship (Part II)
12. Arts and Worship
13. Worship to Form a Missional Community and Conclusions
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