
Theology 1.6 Attributes of God: What They Mean and Why They Matter 

Transcendence and Immanence of God 

Transcendence: God and his creation, including humans, do not share the same 
essence or nature. God is of a completely different kind of existence from us, 
what is called transcendent. In fact, there are only two basic kinds of existence: 
God and everything else, all of which he created. Of course, humans are like 
God in some ways, but there are qualities that only God possesses. In what 
ways is God completely different from anything in his creation? Theologians call 
these characteristics God’s “incommunicable attributes.” That doesn’t mean he 
can’t communicate to us about them. It simply means that none of us can ever 
possess these attributes.


Immanence: But God is not a solitary, remote principle, so high above us that 
we have no way of knowing him. He is also a God who is “near us,” who makes 
himself known to us and who loves us—what is called “immanent.”

1. God Is Holy – He is Infinitely, Unchangingly Perfect 

“Holy, Holy, Holy, is the Lord Almighty” – Revelation 4:8

The word holy means sacred, set apart, revered, or devine. And yet none of 
those words is adequate to describe the awesome holiness of our God. John 
MacArthur writes this about God’s holiness: “Of all the attributes of God, 
holiness is the one that most uniquely describes Him and in reality is a 
summation of all His other attributes. The word holiness refers to His 
separateness, His otherness, the fact that He is unlike any other being. It 
indicates His complete and infinite perfection. Holiness is the attribute of God 
that binds all the others together.”

That God is holy means he is endlessly, always perfect. And his standard for us 
is perfection as well. “Therefore you are to be perfect, as your Heavenly Father is 
perfect,” Jesus says in Matthew 5:48. That’s why we need Christ. Without Christ 
taking the place for us and dying for our sins, we would all fall short of God’s 
holy standard. Tozer says this about what God’s holiness demands:

“Since God’s first concern for His universe is its moral health, that is, its 
holiness, whatever is contrary to this is necessarily under His eternal 
displeasure. To preserve His creation God must destroy whatever would destroy 
it. When He arises to put down iniquity and save the world from irreparable 
moral collapse, He is said to be angry. Every wrathful judgment in the history of 
the world has been a holy act of preservation. The holiness of God, the wrath of 
God, and the health of the creation are inseparably united. God’s wrath is His 
utter intolerance of whatever degrades and destroys.”




Thankfully, the Christian will never have to experience God’s holy wrath poured 
out. Through Christ’s death and resurrection, the penalty for our sins was paid 
and we were imputed (credited) with Christ’s righteousness. Now, when God 
looks on us, he sees Christ’s perfect holiness. Hallelujah! It is only in this that we 
can hope to stand in the presence of the blindingly pure, perfect, Holy One of 
Israel.
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2. God Is Infinite – He is Self-Existing, Without Origin 

• "And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together." - Colossians 
1:17


• “Great is our Lord, and abundant in power; his understanding is beyond 
measure” – Psalm 147:5


The fact that God is self-existent -- that he was created by nothing and has 
always existed forever -- is perhaps one of the hardest attributes of God for the 
believer to understand. In our limitedness, grasping the nature of our limit-less 
God is like holding onto water as it rages down a river.


“To admit that there is One who lies beyond us, who exists outside of all our 
categories, who will not be dismissed with a name, who will not appear before 
the bar of our reason, nor submit to our curious inquiries: this requires a great 
deal of humility, more than most of us possess, so we save face by thinking God 
down to our level, or at least down to where we can manage Him.” - A. W. Tozer


In his article on Christianity.com, Dr. Adrian Rogers writes about the self-
existence of God: “The name Jehovah is used some 6,800 times in the Bible. It 
is the personal covenant name of Israel's God. In the King James Version of the 
Bible, it's translated Lord God. Not only does it speak of God's strength, but 
also it speaks of the sovereignty of God and the goodness of God. The root of 
this name means "self-existing," one who never came into being, and one who 
always will be. When Moses asked God, "Who shall I tell Pharaoh has sent me?" 
God said, "I AM THAT I AM." Jehovah or Yahweh is the most intensely sacred 
name to Jewish scribes and many will not even pronounce the name. When 
possible, they use another name.”


3. God Is Immutable – He Never Changes 
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• “I the Lord do not change. So you, the descendants of Jacob, are not 
destroyed.” Malachi 3:6


God does not change. Who he is never changes. His attributes are the same 
from before the beginning of time into eternity. His character never changes – he 
never gets “better” or “worse.” His plans do not change. His promises do not 
change.


• Change mean to be better or worse and therefore perfection cannot change 
and still be perfect.


• Change is in the context of time therefore a timeless God does not change.


This ought to be a source of incredible joy for believers. 


“What all this means, very simply, is that God is dependable! Our trust in him is 
therefore a confident trust, for we know that he will not, indeed cannot, change. 


His purposes are unfailing, his promises unquestionable because the God who 
promised us eternal life is immutable that we may rest assured that nothing, not 
trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword 
shall separate us from the love of Christ. 


It is because Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever that neither 
angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, not even powers, height, 
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love 
of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord (Rom. 8:35-39)!”


4. God Is Self-Sufficient – He Has No Needs 

“For as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son also to have life 
in himself.” – John 5:26


As limited humans, we have incredible needs, which left unfulfilled, result in 
death. God, however, has never once been in need of anything.  As Tim Temple 
writes, “God is perfectly complete within his own being.”

In a blog post on Reformation21.org, Scott Swain writes that the self-sufficiency 
of God means he “possesses infinite riches of being, wisdom, goodness, and 
power in and of himself (Gen 17:1; John 5:26; Eph 3:16). 

Because he possesses these unfathomable riches in the perfect knowledge and 
love of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit (Matt 11.25-27; John 17:24-26), God is 
the "blessed" or "happy" God (1 Tim 1.11; 6:15).” 




Because God is self-sufficient, we can go to him to satisfy all our needs. We 
never have to worry about “drying up” his never-ending well of goodness, 
peace, mercy and grace. “Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more 
than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within 
us…” (Ephesians 3:20)


5. God is Omnipotent – He Is All Powerful 

“By the word of the LORD the heavens were made, their starry host by the 
breath of his mouth.” – Psalm 33:6


“Can you fathom the mysteries of God? Can you probe the limits of the 
Almighty? They are higher than the heavens above—what can you do? They are 
deeper than the depths below—what can you know? Their measure is longer 
than the earth and wider than the sea. If he comes along and confines you in 
prison and convenes a court, who can oppose him? Surely he recognizes 
deceivers; and when he sees evil, does he not take note?” – Job 11:7-11


Omnipotent means to have unlimited power (omni = all; potent = powerful). God 
is able and powerful to do anything he wills without any effort on his part.

It’s important to note the “anything he wills” part of that statement, because God 
cannot do anything that is contradictory or contrary to his nature. Hebrews 6:18 
puts it like this: “God did this so that, by two unchangeable things in which it is 
impossible for God to lie, we who have fled to take hold of the hope set before 
us may be greatly encouraged.”


In his devotional Forward, Ron Moore puts it like this: “God's attribute of 
omnipotence means that God is able to do all that He desires to do. When He 
plans something, it will come to be. If He purposes something, it will happen. 
Nothing can prevent His plan. When His hand is stretched out to do something, 
no one can turn it back. Omnipotence comes from two Latin words. Omni 
means "all," and potens means "powerful." God's decisions are always in line 
with His character, and He has all the power to do whatever He decides to do.”

“Scripture is clear that God is strong and mighty (Psalm 24:8). Nothing is too 
hard for Him to accomplish (Genesis 18:14; Jeremiah 32:17, 27; Luke 1:37). 
Often God is called "Almighty," describing Him as the One who possesses all 
power and authority (2 Corinthians 6:18; Revelation 1:8). In fact, Paul says that 
God is "able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine" (Ephesians 
3:20).”




“Although such power might seem frightful, remember that God is good. He can 
do anything according to His infinite ability, but will do only those things that are 
consistent with Himself. That’s why He can’t lie, tolerate sin, or save impenitent 
sinners.” – John MacArthur


6. God Is Omniscient – He Is All-Knowing 

“Remember the former things, those of long ago; I am God, and there is no 
other; I am God, and there is none like me. I make known the end from the 
beginning, from ancient times, what is still to come. I say: My purpose will stand, 
and I will do all that I please” - Isaiah 46:9-10


God is omniscient, which means he knows everything. Debbie McDaniel writes 
this about the omniscience of God, “He can be everywhere, at the same time. 
And He never sleeps or slumbers, He's aware every moment of every day, 
exactly what we're up against. He knows our way, and is with us always. There's 
no place on this earth we can go that He doesn't see and know of.”


Tozer writes this about God’s omniscience: “God perfectly knows Himself and, 
being the source and author of all things, it follows that He knows all that can be 
known. And this He knows instantly and with a fullness of perfection that 
includes every possible item of knowledge concerning everything that exists or 
could have existed anywhere in the universe at any time in the past or that may 
exist in the centuries or ages yet unborn.”


Because God is all-knowing, we can trust that he knows everything we’re going 
through today and everything we will go through tomorrow. When we meditate 
on this truth, especially in light of his other attributes of goodness and love, it 
makes it easier to trust him with all we have going on in our lives, from the very 
serious to the silly and mundane.


7. God Is Omnipresent – He Is Always Everywhere 

“Where can I go from Your Spirit? Or where can I flee from Your presence? If I 
ascend to heaven, You are there; If I make my bed in Sheol, behold, You are 
there. If I take the wings of the dawn, If I dwell in the remotest part of the sea, 
even there Your hand will lead me, And Your right hand will lay hold of me.” 
Psalm 139:7-10




“‘Am I a God at hand,’ declares the Lord, ‘and not a God afar off? Can a man 
hide himself in secret places so that I cannot see him?’ declares the Lord. ‘Do I 
not fill heaven and earth?’ declares the Lord” - Jeremiah 23:23-24

To be omnipresent is to be in all places, at all times. Yet, it is important to 
understand that for God “to be” in a place is not the same way we are in a 
place. “God’s being is all together different from physical matter,” the website 
Ligonier.org explains. “He exists on a plane wholly distinguishable from the one 
readily available to the five senses.”


Nevertheless, he is with us, the fullness of his presence is all around us. “Where 
shall I go from your Spirit? Or where shall I flee from your presence? If I ascend 
to heaven, you are there! If I make my bed in Sheol, you are there! If I take the 
wings of the morning and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, even there 
your hand shall lead me, and your right hand shall hold me.” The psalmist 
proclaims God’s omnipresence in Psalm 137.


This ought to bring deep comfort to Christians who struggle with loneliness and 
deep sorrow. In a very real way, God is always near us, “closer than our 
thoughts,” writes Tozer. “The knowledge that we are never alone calms the 
troubled sea of our lives and speaks peace to our soul.”



