
Systematic Theology 2.4 Life of the Church: 
The purposes / activities of the church according to Scripture. 

Acts 2:42-47 could be considered a purpose statement for the church: 
42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of 
bread and to prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs 
performed by the apostles. 44 All the believers were together and had everything in 
common. 45 They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had need. 46 Every 
day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their 
homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the 
favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being 
saved.  
According to these verses, the purposes/activities of the church should include 1) worship 
2) observing the Lord’s supper, 3 teaching/discipleship 4) providing fellowship for 
believers, 4) service toward one and other, 5) evangelism, and 6) praying. 

1) Worship (v46 6 Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts…
v47 praising God…) 

Our relationship with God is both private and public, and we need both. Let’s begin with 
our public interaction with God – worship. It is possible to worship God when we are all 
alone, but the term worship usually suggests something we do in public. The English 
word worship is related to the word worth. We declare God’s worth when we worship 
him. 
This declaration of worth is made both privately, in our prayers, and publicly, in words 
and songs of praise. 1 Peter 2:9 “But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy 
nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called 
you out of darkness into his wonderful light.” The implication is that this is 
a public declaration. Both Old and New Testaments show God’s people 
worshiping together, as a community. 

The biblical model, in both Old and New Testaments, is that songs are often a part of 
worship. Songs express some of the emotion we have with God. Songs can express fear, 
faith, love, joy, confidence, awe and a wide range of other emotions we have in our 
relationship with God. Not everyone in the congregation has the same emotion at the 
same time, but we nevertheless sing together. Some members would express the same 
emotion in different ways, with different songs and different styles. Nevertheless, we still 
sing together. “Speak to one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs” (Ephesians 
5:19). We have to meet together to do this! 

God is not only love, but also truth. There is an emotional component and a factual 
component. So we need truth in our worship services, and we find truth in the Word of 
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God. The Bible is our ultimate authority, the basis for all that we do. Sermons must be 
based in that authority, and our songs should be truthful. 

We can listen to sermons at home online but this is not the full church experience. It is 
missing the community aspect of worship, in which we sing praises together, in which we 
respond together to the Word of God, in which we exhort one another to put the truth into 
practice in our lives. 

2) Provide Ordinances (v42 They devoted themselves to …the breaking of bread) 
An ordinance is a Christian rite, associated with tangible elements (water; bread and 
wine), that is celebrated by the church of Jesus Christ. The term is closely associated with 
the word sacrament, which is an outward and visible sign of an inward and invisible 
grace. The church is to be a place where believers can observe the Lord’s Supper, 
remembering Christ’s death and shed blood on our behalf (1 Corinthians 11:23-26). 
Baptism by immersion is also administered by the church to people who grasped the 
gospel, repented of their sins, and believed in Jesus Christ for salvation (e.g., Acts 
2:37-41) 

3) Teaching / discipleship (V42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching)  
The church is to teach biblical doctrine so we can be grounded in our faith. Ephesians 
4:14 tells us, “Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and 
blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of men 
in their deceitful scheming.” 

4) Fellowship (V42 42 They devoted themselves to …fellowship. v6…they broke bread in 
their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts. 
The church is sometimes called a fellowship; it is a network of relationships. We all need 
to give and to receive fellowship. Fellowship means sharing lives, sharing emotions, 
bearing one another’s burdens, encouraging one another and helping people who have 
needs. The church is to be a place of fellowship, where Christians can be devoted to one 
another and honor one another (Romans 12:10), instruct one another (Romans 15:14), be 
kind and compassionate to one another (Ephesians 4:32), encourage one another (1 
Thessalonians 5:11), and most importantly, love one another (1 John 3:11). 

5) Service toward one another (v44 All the believers were together and had everything 
in common.  v45 They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had need). 
James 1:27: “Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look 
after orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the 
world.” The church is to be about the business of ministering to those in need. This 
includes not only sharing the gospel, but also providing for physical needs (food, 
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clothing, shelter) as necessary and appropriate.The church illustrates the meaning of 
Christianity by doing what Jesus would do. Jesus took care of physical needs such as 
food and health. In a physical way, he gave his body and his life for us. The early church 
gave physical help, sharing their possessions with needy people, collecting offerings for 
hungry people. 
Service should be done both inside and outside the church: “As we have opportunity, let 
us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of 
believers” (Galatians 6:10). Folks who isolate themselves from other believers are falling 
short in this aspect of Christianity. The concept of spiritual gifts is important here. God 
has placed each of us in the body “for the common good” (1 Corinthians 12:7). Each of 
us has abilities that can help others. 

6) Prayer (V42 They devoted themselves to… prayer) 
The church is to be a place that promotes prayer, teaches prayer, and practices prayer.  
In 1 Timothy 2:1-7 Paul encourage the church first of all, that petitions, prayers, 
intercession and thanksgiving be made for all people. 
Philippians 4:6-7 encourages us, “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, 
by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of 
God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ 
Jesus.” 

7) Evangelism (v47 praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord 
added to their number daily those who were being saved. ) 
The church is called to be faithful in sharing the gospel through word and deed. The 
church is to be a “lighthouse” in the community, pointing people toward our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ. The church is to both promote the gospel and prepare its members to 
proclaim the gospel (1 Peter 3:15  But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be 
prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that 
you have. But do this with gentleness and respect,). 
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