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FRANKLIN CHURCH

BATBEED 3 Ads 54 & TRB T HEN R REEDER SR EER SR
Some of the following good wishes and encouragements from brothers and sisters of
Franklin Community Gospel Church were written while Pastor Tom Tung was in the
hospice.

Dear Tom,

As a former pastor of Franklin I found you to be a great friend, supporter and
co-worker in gospel ministry to the Chinese speaking congregation. When
you were asked to speak to the small Chinese-speaking congregation you
were always ready to assist unless there was a conflict with your prior
commitments.

You were a humble servant waiting on the Lord. I remember a couple of
times when there was an error in your scheduled time and you turned up
ready to minister to God's people at Franklin. You did not complain, but was
forgiving so that God's love guided your words and actions and this spoke of
your commitment to the Lord first before everything else.

You have been faithful in visiting and ministering to Mr. Wong during weekly
Bible studies over the years at Mr. Wong's home and how this had been a
source of much encouragement to Mr. Wong who became a believer much
later in life. Apart from ministering at Franklin, you also had a busy schedule
with CCM travelling to various towns and cities in Canada ministering the
gospel to Chinese families who have emigrated to Canada.

I thank God for having you as a friend who was such a helpful and co-
operative servant in Gospel ministry over the years and an encourager to
many in their Christian journey of life.

May God's grace and strength sustain you and comfort you during this
difficult time, brother Tom.

In Christ.
Pastor James
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I remember you when you were just a young man serving with Esther Wong
at CCM when it was still on Main St and your helping my blind mother cross
Main St so that she could volunteer there.

Many years have now passed and my heart overflows with thankfulness to
God for using you and Pastor James to bring my father to salvation and for
your ongoing tending to my father's spiritual growth.

Your years of faithfully and patiently ministering to the Chinese
congregation has been fruitful and inspirational. You do more than just the
Thursday studies and Sunday services as I know that you also phone up
people regularly during the week as well.

Your heart is so loving... embracing those who are not only cognitively
simple, mentally distraught, but also, those who are physically aging and
getting weaker. Your flock at Franklin truly loves you. I know they are
temporarily saddened at having to say goodbye but look forward to joining
youin heaven.

Lillian

M:. Tung ... thank you for your generous compassion and patience to my
family. My mother's devotion to prayers is because of you. From the light and
love of God you facilitated together with her reading scripture. You are a man
of character with qualities that I have learned from. My patience and love to
my mother has grown because you showed me it is possible. With all my heart
and spirit, I am grateful and thank you.

Ericand May
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S

Thank you for teaching me many Bible stories and Bible truths. I am a

Christian because of you. I am forever grateful.

Raymond

HiPastor Tom,

I didn't know you very well until Lillian and I went to visit you at Burnaby
Hospital. We were hoping to encourage you but I found myself greatly
encouraged by you. You shared stories of how you spent much time driving
or riding Greyhound buses all over Western Canada ministering to the
Chinese diaspora in small towns.

I have seen you over the years faithfully ministering to the small Chinese
fellowship at Franklin. You were willing to step into the gap when no one else
was willing to commit long term. In spite of your own health struggles you
faithfully pressed on sharing in person and over the phone and around Mr.
Wong's dining room table the Word of Life.

You have been an inspiration to me and I am sure that you "will receive a rich
welcome into the eternal kingdom: of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ” (2 Peter 1:11).
Thank you for being such a wonderful example of a Godly servant.

Dan Gauthier
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We pray that you are comfortable at the hospice. We will miss you but know

you are in Gods hands and will pray for you. Thank you for your kindness to
our family. All the times you helped Mr and Mrs Sam with rides and assisting
in our errands and needs.

Also, your many times of sharing over the phone when Mrs Sam couldn’t go
to church. God bless and keep you.

Mrs Sam and Family

I have not had very much direct contact with Tom Tung, but his dedication
and commitment to the Chinese congregation at Franklin cannot be
mistaken. He's been around for years and I admire his meekness and Christ-
like demeanour. He showed up where help was needed most, and I thank him
for his generosity and giving attitude. He worked tirelessly! until the very end
to take care of his sheep. He is indeed a good and faithful servant, and God
remembers him.

Brenda

1 just wanted to say...you have been very inspiring to me in these past years

as we have witnessed you selflessly serving our humble congregation. I hope I
can carry on that legacy and serve others without hesitation or selfish
intention and faithfully deliver the Word of God in the same way.

Tan Mak
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Tcan envision Jesus greeting Tom in heaven saying “job well done!” Tom was

awonderful example of a faithful follower of Christ.

Bill Der

Thank you for discipling the Chinese congregation for over the past years. We
are all grateful for your love and faithfulness in mentoring each one of us.

Look forward to our reunion in Heaven.
Ken Wong

Poastor Tom,

Thanks for all you've done for our church! I will always have fond memories
of you. I like your ties. I remember 1 time, you had a tie that said something
like "God is love". Also last month, when I was sharing my testimony in
Cantonese, you were evangelizing to us even from the hospital! You sounded
very energetic! I'll continue to keep you & your wife in my prayers. You'll be
rewarded in heaven!

Love, your brother in Christ,
Clarence Wu
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Dear Pastor Tom,

I just wanted to thank you for always being such a faithful servant to
Franklin’s Chinese congregation. Even back when we had joint English and
Chinese services together, I always enjoyed listening to your sermons. Not
only did you preach God’s message well but you incorporated Chinese
history and culture into your messages. I appreciated learning more about
God and also learning more about Chinese culture. I remember a few times
after I led singspiration and translated during worship where you personally
came up to me and shared a bit about certain Chinese words that I may not
know too much about. You were patient, knowledgeable and taught me
something new without making me feel bad for saying a word wrong in
Chinese :) Both you and your wife have demonstrated God’s love in how you
interact with all of us at Franklin and we won’t forget it. Thank you for being a
faithful brother in Christ. May the peace from Jesus be with you always.

From your sister in Christ,
Jenny Wu
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Thank You, Tom

My first interaction with Tom was in 2019 when my mom, May Lee, my
husband, Steven, and I attended Chinese Fellowship at Franklin Community
Gospel Church. He welcomed us into the meeting room and introduced the
rest of the people. He asked us a few friendly questions before starting the
Worship Service. When the service was finished, he welcomed us back for the
following week. Leaving the church, I asked Mom what she thought. Her
response was positive and was keen on returning next week.

With each Worship Service, His communication of God’s Word was well
thought through and he had handwritten a carefully prepared message each
week. Sometimes he would mention his experiences of travelling to places in
BC and ministering to the people. When this happened, his face lit up and
showed such joy and pleasure in being an itinerant minister. His love for God
and God’s faithfulness is evident in Tom’s life.

Upon reflecting on Tom’s ministry, Mom would say: Tom clearly presented
the Bible passage each week. He helped us to understand the Bible. He has a
good heart. Thank you.

Tom demonstrated what it means to have a whole-hearted relationship with

God.

With much appreciation,
May Lee and Lily Lee
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I just want to say thank you for all the years of faithful service at Franklin,
especially taking care of the Chinese speaking folks and for sharing on
Sunday services. I still remember a long time ago when Elder Sam Lau got a
retired Chinese pastor to help with the Chinese fellowship group. He came
for a while to help, but later on he asked the church council to release him
from this duty of helping the Chinese group. His reason is that the Franklin
Chinese fellowship group is small [8 to 10 members| and he wanted to go to a
larger Chinese speaking church to help out. He reasoned that it is more
effective for him [after spending many hours in preparing his sermons] to
share with a larger group. But Tom, you are so faithful in caring for our small
group of Chinese speaking folks, may God richly bless you.

And in closing, I would like to share a passage from Psalm 139:1 to 10.

Praying for you Tom and Allyn
Dick Ng

You have been a great help to me and the Chinese fellowship explaining
truths from the Bible and helping us to grow spiritually. Thank you for all
your work at Franklin.

Mrs. Sue Ng
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Dearmr. Tung,

Thank you so much for helping to lead the Chinese Ministries at Franklin.
Your love for God, a servant heart, commitment to preaching the Gospel and
care and love for each of the brothers and sisters at Franklin has been and will
continue to be a good example to me of what it means to be a good and
faithful servant of God. You have been a blessing to me and I am grateful for
the opportunity to serve with you.

In Christ,
Centina LLowe

ForTom And Allyn Tung,

I just want to share with you how Tom was so devoted , committed, and
faithful in serving the Lord! I remember at our last New Year’s Eve gathering
at our home before the Covid pandemic, Tom brought a large pot of congee
prepared for the gathering, He said he was busy and he couldn’t make it to the
gathering. He unassumingly brought this large pot of congee all the way from
Burnaby!! This is an example of how thoughtful, and helpful he was. His
Christ filled life indeed reflected this while he made the many journeys to the
BC interior with the CCM MINISTRY, reaching out and sharing the good
news to those Chinese communities living in and distant communities!!! God
bless him!

A missionary friend in South America was praying for Tom and his family by
bringing this prayer request to the large church to pray for them through this
crisis! May God keep your family safell

In Hislove,
Robert Lowe
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Words of thanks for Mr. Tom Tung:

Thank you for encouraging me and the short term mission team to share the
gospel boldly on Logos Hope, Brazil, 2019. You lead by example through
your faithful service to the Lord and the work He has entrusted to you.

Kean Leung

Yesterday at Joshua Fellowship, we all commented on what a faithful servant
of God you have been, like your service with the Chinese Fellowship at
Franklin Church, among many others. We don’t know what the future holds,
but we know you will be greeted with “well done, good and faithful servant”
when the time comes for you to meet our Lord!

Hi Allyn,

Your faith and trust in God has been well demonstrated through this
challenging time. Your positive attitude and strength have been a great
witness for the Lord, and we will keep praying for His peace and strength to
be with you as you keep carrying on. Take care and God bless!

Stephen and Liana Eng
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Thank you Tom for all the years of faithfully serving at Franklin. Thank you

Allyn for being the loving and supportive wife for Tom. Thank you for
sharing the fruits of the Spirit: Galatians 5:22

You have continually shown God’s love, the joy and peace of knowing and
following Christ—patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness,
self-control.

Tom—we have been richly blessed with your presence and ministry at
Franklin—or your teachings and discipling.

Your commitment to serve was certain.

We remember your sermons filled with scripture references of God’s word,
for overseeing past Saturday Chinese fellowship meetings, the Thursday Dim
Sum and Fellowship sessions, the Chinese Sunday Worship. You have been a
warm encouragement to all who have been blessed time with you—even the
Canadian born Chinese with limited Cantonese language.

You are a gentle giant.

We appreciate all your thoughtful, caring prayers, offering to help reach out to
our unsaved parents. For serving tirelessly, sometimes putting up with
unforgiving weather conditions to get to Franklin, many times being there
catly, before all the church members.

In your humbleness, you have shown what is quiet strength and wisdom in
Christ. You have helped to build us up.

We pray you are able to rest comfortably, be steadfast in faith, clearly fix your
eyes on Jesus, on God’s unconditional love and will for you. May your body
pain melt away. May both you and wife Allyn strong in faith as you both have
been—continue to find strength, peace and comfortin the Lord.

Psalms 76:26 “...God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever”” With much
gratitude.

Prayers of love, hope and peace to you and Allyn.
Barbara, Gin and Family
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A Tribute to Tom

‘John the Baptist, who was in prison, heard about all the things the Messiah was doing. So
he sent his disciples to ask Jesus, “Are you the Messiah weve been expecting, or should we
keep looking for someone else?” Jesus told them, “Go back to John and tell hinz what you
have heard and seen—the blind see, the lame walk, those with leprosy are cured, the deaf
hear, the dead are raised to life, and the Good News is being preached to the poor.” And he
added, “God blesses those who do not fall away becanse of me.”’ (Matthew 11:2-6)

Even godly men will have their doubts about the truth of the gospel, but
Jesus will expel all doubits.

Dear Tom,

You were once a proud, staunch unbeliever, but Jesus melted your heart of
stone, puta heart of flesh in you and filled you with his passion. You became a
humble servant and took the gospel to many parts of B.C. You were a man of
few words, but you had much to sayabout our Lord Jesus Christ. Those
whom you have touched on your journeys marvel at your dedication and
passion for Jesus. You became a good example, a mentor and a friend to
many.

When you had cancer for the first time, the doctor said you had only five more
years to live. I bless the Lord for giving you 45 more years of life because I
received the privilege of knowing you. For that, I am very thankful. Your faith
in Jesus has touched me. It is your example that is giving me the courage to
wholeheartedly continue with my journey toward missions in Japan without
reservations. God has used you to help me prepare.

Oh Lord, bless Tom. Welcome him into your court with joy and celebration.
Give him your crown of righteousness. Put a royal robe on him. Place your
signet ring on his finger. Tom Tung, your servant, and friend is coming home.
Amen.

With love,
Steven LLee
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Dearest Allyn,

This is a short letter for Tom that I like to share with you from heart and in
gratitude, that became a not-so-shortletter.

For every great man there is a woman of greatness who has the strength to
support and the warmth to comfort him when needed so he may continue to
excel at what he does best. Tom is a great man.

Your presence welcomed me and mom as you accompany Tom and his
transition from out growing the physical earth community. Tom is warm, so
warm at times he kicked the sheets away as you told us. Even after Tom lost so
much weight he is still a hot man and handsome well groomed. You take care
of this great man well. Your strength and dedication resonates of what Tom
has done for me to care for my mother, I will now share my short letter.

Tom, Uncle Tom!

Don't worry about being too tired to respond. We hear you as the strongest
emotions and responses are in silence. Loving quietly. Humble with humility
such as doing God's work, and you do exactly that.

Uncle Tom, these past years have been every increasingly difficult to care for
my mom. I become exhausted and at times question my ability to love her as
her soul being because the dementia beats me up like a bully. Giving me black-
eyes that makes it hard to see past the disease that affects my mother. It
distorted my vision to see the light inside of her, a light that you have
protected. The bully gets stronger when I get weaker as the caregiving son
mother relationship balance weighs heavier on me.

I'want you to know that in your voice, your energy - the tone of your words,
the conveyance of your character has made me a better man. You, by being
who you are and by facilitating the light of God through Jesus in the bible
studies you held with my mom, made me a better man because you shared
your wisdom when I was frustrated, you shared your compassion that
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reminded me of having a heart when I was caught in my busy anxious mind
trying to manage my mom, and through your calm voice dedicated to get in
touch with us every Thursday and Sunday to the best of your abilities you
showed strengths that I respected and over time adopted. I tell myself, if Mr.
Tung can endure my mother's stories I can too. But the truth is you did not
need to endure the stories because you came from a place of acceptance so
there is no resistance. You brought light into our lives. Light that had
lightened the weight I carry.

You thought of us when you were in Burnaby hospital. You knew I would
want to visit you with mom. You concerned about our safety, thank you.

The Bible studies with you were more than just words read by you and my
mother. The Bible studies were also healing sessions because mom had
become calmer and less aggressive. The shadows of dementia shifted away
from the light you shared with us.

Uncle Tom, I am grateful you came into our life. Mom and I are both grateful
you generously shared God's light through your dedicated time and loving
energy. Your actions dispelled the shadows of dementia more and more each
time. It is a blessing mom continues her devotion and practice because you
had helped form a routine for her that allowed her to navigate her own path
to communicate with God. Thank you.

I callyou "Uncle Tom" Mr. Tung because I see you as family.
You are surrounded by love.
We welcome miracles, I welcome miracles. Together we accept miracles.

The heavy challenges on my shoulders had lightened because of the light you
emanate, and I believe this is the blessing of the light of Christ you shared in
deliverance to us. Thank you.

Thank you and thank you Uncle Tom.

With love - always,
Eric Liand on behalf of Mama May
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