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Review - What is History?
• Most elementary form – history is the preservation and telling of 

past events.   Since humanity learned how to record, there has 
been a desire to leave a history for future generations.   

• Secondly, historical studies attempt to understand, draw 
meaning, connection with (before and after), and causes or 
reasons why certain things happen. 

• Fundamental belief that humanity is connected through the 
generations.  That there is a larger narrative that gives human 
history meaning.

• History can never be purely objective. Both the worldview and 
bias of the writer and reader must be taken into consideration. 

• Historical evidence is difficult to gather.
• The time that has passed between the event and when the 

historian writes should also be taken into consideration.     



Is there a Pattern to History?
No Discernable Pattern
• History is not moving toward anything.  There is no destiny, no ending, 

completely due to the chance and social interaction of humanity.
Cyclical History
• Repetitive pattern based on different factors.  
• Prevalent worldview in China (dynasties), India (karma/caste), tribal cultures 

(cycles of nature).  
• Marxist history – based on labour and production.  
• Results in ‘Golden Age’ thinking – utopia is in the past.  Pessimism 
Linear Progressive History
• History is linear and progresses along.  No discernable repetitive pattern.  

Humanity can change the course of history at any time.  
• There is progress be it moral, economic, intellectual, or technological resulting 

in an overall increasing quality of life for humanity.  
• We are more knowledgeable, civilized, technologically advanced, and 

economically better off than before.  
• Utopia is in the future.  Sense of optimism. 



Christian Perspective of History
• God started history (creation), intervenes in human history 

(providence), and brings human history toward a 
destination/goal (eschatology).

• God invites people who are particularly open and receptive to 
the moving of the Holy Spirit and partners with them to 
advance human history toward the fulfillment of His will.    
• God does not coerce.  God is not on a deadline.  God is patient.

Eph 1:4-5 For he chose us in him before the creationof the world to be holy and blameless in 
his sight. In love he predestined usto be adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ, in 
accordance with his pleasure and will

Eph 1:9-12
9And he made known to us the mystery of his will according to his good pleasure, 
which he purposed in Christ, 10to be put into effect when the times will have reached 
their fulfillment—to bring all things in heaven and on earth together under one head, 
even Christ. 11In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the 
plan of him who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will, 12in 
order that we, who were the first to hope in Christ, might be for the praise of his glory. 



Apostolic Age 
of the Church
(33-100 AD) 



Saint Peter
Apostle to the 
Jews

Saint Paul 
Apostle to the 
Gentiles



1. Christianity in Palestine
• Christianity is rooted in the Jewish faith. 
• Jesus was Jewish, his first disciples were Jewish.  
• Complexity of this new movement (Jesus followers) in the 

context of the Jewish faith.
• Was it possible to remain Jewish and be a Jesus follower?
• Increasing differences between Judaism and Christianity.  
• Many left their homes, families, and Judaism to form new 

extended families (Acts 4:32)
• Increasing differences led to animosity and violence – Stoning of 

Stephen in Acts 6-7.   
• Acts 1-11 – Expansion of movement from Jerusalem to 

Judea to Samaria with St. Peter’s leadership.  



Expansion 
of Christian 
Church in 
Palestine -
Jerusalem, 
Judea, 
Samaria



2. Paul’s Missionary Journeys

Expansion of Christianity in the Roman Empire

• Paul, born a Jew (10 AD) in Cilicia (modern day Turkey), 
citizen of Roman Empire.  Hellenist Jew (Greek speaking 
Jew).  Studied to be a Rabbi.  Witness to Stephen’s stoning 
(Acts 8:1)

• Conversion of Saul - Acts 9
• Three major missionary journeys spreading the message of 

Christianity throughout the Mediterranean world.  
• Paul’s special focus was to the Gentiles, the non-Jew.  
• Wrote many letters/epistles in the New Testament.  
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Other Important Markers of the Early 
Apostolic Age

• James, murdered by King Agrippa in 41 AD
• Peter martyred in Rome. 
• Jewish War 66 – 70 AD under Emperor Nero and 

Vespasian.  Violence and bloodshed between the 
Roman (Gentile imperial forces vs. Jews).  
Christians blamed on both sides.  

• Destruction of the Temple 70 AD.  
• Historical document that records these events: 

Josephus – The War of the Jews, The Jewish Wars



3. Religious and Racial Tensions in the 
Early Church

National and Racial Level
• Jewish vs. Gentiles 
• Orthodox Jews vs. Hellenist Jews

Religious Level
• Orthodox Jewish followers vs. Jewish converts to 

Christianity
• Gentiles vs. Gentile converts to Christianity
• Jewish Christian converts vs. Gentile Christian converts 

(significant differences in practice)



4. Roman Empire 
• Growing culture and civilization with technological advances – roads, 

waterways, architecture, sports, theatres, philosophy, and 
economic/trade.  

• Rise of cities.  Big range of living conditions from cities to the 
villages.  Increasing discrepancies between the rich and poor. 

• Religious diversity with pantheon of gods.  
• Christians were seen as first ‘Atheists’. 

• Orthodox Jews saw Rome as another long line of oppressors and lords.  
Longed for a national leader to deliver them from Roman rule as 
Moses from Egypt in the Great Exodus.  
• Sadducees – worked with the Roman Empire and government
• Pharisees – distanced themselves from Roman authorities and 

government. 
• Zealots – bent on military and violent resistance and protest against Rome
• Essense – withdrew from the cities and lived in the wilderness.  John the

Baptist.  Dead Sea Scrolls 



5. Persecution of Christians



Reflections on the Early Church
• What impresses you about the lives, teaching, and 

the followers of the Early Church?
• Why is it that the church grew and became so 

strong under severe persecution?  (This is true 
even in parts of the world today like in China.)  
However, in places where there is religious 
freedom, Christianity seems to be so half-hearted?

• How are we to interpret persecution (and suffering 
for one’s faith) in the bigger picture of God’s 
story?



Early Christian Figures 
• Justin Martyr (100-165) -First Apology
• Irenaeus (130-202) –Against Heresies
• Tertullian (160-220) –Apology, To the 

Martyrs
• Clement of Alexandria (150-215) –Who is 

the Rich Man that Shall be Saved? 
• Origen (185-254) -Commentaries, On First 

Principles, Against Celsus, On Prayer


