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Patristic Period |

Conflicts or heresies arise and compete - forcieg t
church to develop creeds and orthodox doctrine.

15t Major Challenge
Who was Jesus? Was he God? Was he hum
Church’s Response: Apostle’s Creed




Apostle’s Creed

| believe in God, the Father Almighty,
Creator of Heaven and Earth

And in Jesus Christ
His only Son, Our Lord
Who was conceived of the Holy Spirit
Born of the Virgin Mary
Suffered under Pontius Pilate
Was crucified, died and was buried.

On the third day, he rose again
He ascended into Heaven
and is seated at the right hand
of God, the Father Almighty.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Holy Catholic Church,
the Communion of Saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body
and life everlasting.
Amen.




Patristic Period |

2nd Major Challenge
What books are considered authoritative?
Church’s Response:
Formation of the Cano
by 367 AD




3'd Major Challenge — Arius

Trinitarian Understanding of God

Three iIn One and One In Three — each identical |
essence but different in persons.

Arian 318 openly challenged the divinity of Christ.
Arian stated that the Logos/Word who assumed fl

In Jesus Christ was not the true God and that e
an entirely different nature, neither eternal nor

omni

potent. Lesser being than God. Christ was ¢

created being. “The Son has a beginning, but ...

IS Wit

nout beginning.”




Nicene Creed 325 AD

| believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Makehefven and
earth, and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Chrishe only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of the Father before all worlds; God of Ga,
Light of Light, very God of very God; begotten, notmade,
being of one substance with the Father, by whom athings
were made.

Who, for us men and for our salvation, came dowmfheaven,
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virjary, and
was made man; and was crucified also for us undetids
Pilate; He suffered and was buried; and the thayllde rose
again, according to the Scriptures; and ascendedaaven,

and sits on the right hand of the Father; and td sbme
again, with glory, to judge the quick and the deskipse
kingdom shall have no end.




Nicene Creed

And | believe in the Holy Ghost, the Lord and Giver of
Life; who proceeds from the Father and the Son; who
with the Father and the Son together is worshipped anc
glorified; who spoke by the prophets.

And | believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. |

acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins; and
look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the
world to come. Amen.




Trinity and Christology

Trinity — Three in One

Cappadocian Fathers led the discussion on the
Trinitarian understanding of God.

Council 381, 2¢ General Council

God Is one divine being with three persons.

Christology

In 451 General Council at Chalcedon affirmed
Jesus Christ was complete in Godhead and
complete in humanity, truly God and truly man,
two natures.




Chalcedon Creed 451 AD

Therefore, following the holy fathers, we all

with one accord teach men to acknowledg
one and the same Son, our Lord Jesus C
at once complete in Godhead and complete
manhood, truly God and truly man, consisti

also of a reasonable soul and body; of on
substance with the Father as regards his
Godhead, and at the same time of one
substance with us as regards his manhood,;
us in all respects, apart from sin; as regards
Godhead, begotten of the Father before t
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Chalcedon Creed 451 AD

Only-begotten, recognized in two natures,
without confusion, without change, without
division, without separation; the distinction of
natures being in no way annulled by the unio
but rather the characteristics of each nature
being preserved and coming together to for
one person and subsistence, not as parted G

separated into two persons, but one and the

same Son and Only-begotten God the Word,

Lord Jesus Christ; even as the prophets fro
earliest times spoke of him, and our Lord Jes
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Gospel for the Intellectuals
Emergence of Church Fathers




lcon of the
First
Ecumenical

Councll In
Nicea, 325
AD







lcon of Cappadocian
Fathers:

St. Basill,

John Chrysostom,

Gregory of Nyssa

At Doctor of the East -
Athanasius




Emergence of the Eastern Roman Empire

Constantine provided the Roman Empire
a new capital city — Byzantium to
Constantinople (Istanbul, Turkey,1930).
Byzantium, Eastern Roman empire.




West East







Emergence of the Eastern Roman Empire

Constantine insisted on loyalty from bishoy
began to direct and ‘interfere’ with church
matters. Church is becoming State gover

Lavish church buildings (cathedrals) emerg

and constructed in the shape of palaces.
Cathedral in the East — Hagia Sophia




Hagia Sophia




Hagia Sophia




Hagia Sophia




John Chrysostom 349-407 AD




John Chrysostom 349-407 AD

Born in Antioch 349 into a complex political andigeous world.

Father died soon after he was born and he wagirbysgodly
mother, Anthousa and a very devoted aunt.

Received a first rate classical education fromcailee teacher.
But John won the admiration of this well known teac Libanios.

Excelled in rhetoric and skills in public oration.

Libanios had convictions about social justice amrghts of the
poor. Influence upon John Chrysostom.

Baptized at the age of 20 and pursued the reliditeiand
theological studies.

372-376, lived in a monastic community cultivatimg interior
life.

Tremendous amount of writings in the form of treas$l, sermons,
letters.

Ordained as deacon in 378 to look after the pbersick, the
widow, the needy. Huge responsibility of the climurc




John Chrysostom 349-407 AD

386 ordained into the priesthood.

In 397, at the age of 50, he was taken under therauf night to
Constantinople to be the Bishop of Constantinojdeshop
position or ‘see’ of Constantinople was coveted heeaof the
proximity to the Emperor Arkadios and Empress Eudoxi

Preaching became more pointed and critical agénestich and
their luxurious lifestyle. Empress took his comnsgmersonally

and began to plot to remove Chrysostom.

Falsely charged with siding with a group of Egyptraonks
that theologically wasn’t sound. Court exiled John

People loved John and he was returned to his positi

But once again, in another challenge, he was esidgin and
taken to Antioch. By now, he was elderly and weakdied on
the long and treacherous journey.




