VCEFC Daily Devotion, April 17-23

April 1
Notes:

7 John 19: 8-11 The Silence of Jesus.

v. 8 Pilate became increasingly afraid by thd,tvidich is unusual to him. The
impression made by Jesus upon him in the faceechtlsusations of His enemies,
which he knew were groundless, and his bearing #feeflogging and the cries
of the crowd for his death fill him with awe. Themhear that this man claimed to
be the Son of God causes him to be seized withesufihr. The idea that gods
could come down and appear in the likeness of mecemmon enough in the
pagan society of his time.

V. 9 Pilate’s question to Jesus expresses his grixi&know whether Jesus is a
man or a god. The silence of Jesus in this setéoglls Isaiah 53:7. Also, since
Pilate is not a sincere seeker of the truth andé¢jasted Jesus earlier revelation
in the first interrogation, he will not be ableunderstand Jesus’ relationship to
God even Jesus does answer him. Only faith camp ghasmystery of Jesus.

V. 10-11 Pilate’s fear turns to annoyance. He isused to people declining to
answer his questions, least of all a prisoner whiteses in his hands. He is
conscious of possessing authority from the mostgefulvman on earth and
representing the most powerful nation on earththiteéks he has the authority to
release or to destroy Jesus. But Jesus remindkikiauthority has been given to
him from God. The one who handed Jesus over taty be Judas, but more
possibly, the religious authorities, especially Aarand Caiaphas.

Meditate: Jesus’ silence about his identity isgm $hat Pilate has already passed
judgment on himself by rejecting Jesus’ revelatbthe truth. Similarly, if our hearts

are

hardened and not receiving the truth, God maam silent to us. Be sure to open

your hearts to receive the truth.

April 18: John 19: 12-16 Who is in control?

Notes:

v. 12 Being deeply affected by what Jesus hak Béate really wants to release
Jesus. However, the Jewish leaders threaten taideadilate before Caesar if he
sets Jesus free. Caesar Tiberius was notoriouspisaus of any who threatened
his position, and he dealt with them ruthlesslylate knows that an accusation of
aiding a revolutionary king in Palestine will bgyhly dangerous to him. He is
caught in a trap and unable to escape.

V. 13-14 Pilate brings Jesus out and he takepitge’s seat on a raised platform
from which he can survey the area and make hisgppldnouncements on behalf
of the Roman empire. Jesus is made to stand blesidfor the sentence is about
to be passed publicly in the presence of the acsas®l the accused. John
carefully records the place, the day and the hbthi® momentous event. At the
sixth hour of the Preparation day, the Jews cdesework, leaven is gather out
of the houses and burned, the slaughtering of dssd¥er lambs commences, and
the Passover festival begins. Passover is the gegbration of Israel’s
deliverance from slavery by God’s almighty poweowhin this Passover, the
Jews gather before Pilate to take part in thelliuiéint of the Passover, a second
Exodus, wherein God would achieve an emancipatioalf nations, giving them



life in the promised land of His eternal kingdoinstead of announcing the crime
for which Jesus is now to be put to death, Pilaa&es an unexpected statement,
“Here is your king.” He changes the moment of eandation of Jesus to
proclamation of His kingship.

-V 15-16 In the context of the trial of Jesus, & Man who proclaimed to the
nation the kingdom of God, and manifested it in ¢eeds, and called on Israel to
repent and believe, the Jewish leaders’ declaratian‘we have no king but
Caesar” is nothing less than the abandonment ah#ssianic hope of Israel.
Their repudiation of Jesus in the name of a pretdddyalty to the emperor
entailed their repudiation of the promise of thegdom of God.

Meditate: By far the most complex scenes in Jopa%sion account occur in the trial of
Jesus before Pilate. John orchestrates these doemghlight Jesus’ faithfulness to the
truth and His ability to perceive the unfolding atefrom a heavenly perspective.
Throughout the trial, John illuminates the contizetiveen the calm majesty of Jesus, the
lack of resolve in Pilate, and the blind rage & thief priests who stand accusing Jesus.
John portrays the Roman procurator as constantigngdoack and forth- outside the
palace to speak with Jesus’ enemies, and thereibsidonsult with Jesus. The central
scene inside the palace is the scourging of Chinisthat is meant to be abject
humiliation, Jesus’ dignity and authority shinedilgh, and Pilate becomes even more
afraid. Even in this grueling test of faith, Jeshews that His authority comes from
above- something that only further infuriates Hponents and unnerves Pilate. With
each of Pilate’s trips outside to speak with thes]evith each hint that Pilate wants to
release Jesus, the emotion and the hostility ésc&laally, Pilate feels trapped into
giving in to the demands of the Jews- the veryghirat Jesus knew must happen for His
Father’s will to be accomplished.

1. Who is in control of the whole event?

2. Who do you think Jesus is? How does this conclusi@nge your attitude of life?

April 19 John 19:17-22 The King of the Jews
Notes:

- V. 17 The cross that Jesus carried was not theewhstrument of crucifixion but
the cross-beam on which the crucified hung. Thalustocedure was for the
condemned person to have his outstretched armedrtailthe cross-beam as he
lay on the ground, it was then lifted up with hedly on it and affixed to the
vertical post which was already in the ground, alg@tha such posts will
presumably have been standing permanently. @&asngng the cross and setting
out for Golgotha reminds us of Isaac carrying tlweeavfor his sacrifice and
setting out for the mount with his father Abrahakiso, Christians have very
understandably linked Jesus bearing his cros®tgaBa with His call to take up
the cross and follow Him.

- V. 18 The place of crucifixion was a public aremnthe city for all to see and
take warning from the fate of law-breakers. Johpeemlly highlights that Jesus
is in the middle of two other prisoners becauseterJews “when three persons
are present the most honored shall take his pratteeimiddle.” Also, it is to
fulfill the prophecy of Isaiah 53:12, “He was numée with the transgressors.”



- V. 19-20 It was customary for one doomed to beitingcto have a tablet or
placard stating the cause for his execution hurgiahim, or carried by another
before him, and then affixed to his cross. Pitkkberately states that Jesus is
“the king of the Jews” as an act of revenge to pkevthe Jewish leaders.
However, his action becomes the climax of the wiselges of events that
culminated in the crucifixion of Jesus: Pilate, finége and representative of the
dominion that ruled the world, hereby declares #®sus on His cross is the King
of His people. It was written in Hebrew that thevdemight understand it, in Latin
that the Romans might know it; in Greek, the comiamguage of the world, that
all nations might learn of it.

- V. 21-22 The indignation and rage of the chief giseover the inscription is
understandable. They insist that it be rewrittesttow that it was Jesus who
claimed to be king. lronically, Pilate, the weadddearful ruler, has the last word.
While he does anger the Jews, he finally becomesipartial judge he should
have been in Jesus’ trial. The verdict: Jesushis e says He is, and His true
identity is now on display for all to witness.

Meditate: Jesus’ crucifixion has fulfilled His prige that by being “lifted up’, He

would draw all people to Himself. Have you beeavanr closer to Him through

meditating His suffering? Are you willing to take your cross and follow Him?

April 20: John 19:23-27 New community in Christ
Notes:

- V. 23-24 Usually four soldiers were assigned tis& td executing the crucifixion.
These soldiers would have the privilege to divitke ¥ictim’s clothing. In contrast
to other Gospels, John describes the act in dekl®specially highlights the
seamless garment that was worn next to the skierumdobe. Instead of tearing
the garment into four parts, the soldiers casttimtsee who would get it, so that
the scripture may be fulfilled (Psalm 22:18)

- V. 25-27 Comparable to the four soldiers, theesfanr women gathering under
the cross. John is the only Gospel to report Jasoffier’s presence. These
women are the witnesses to Jesus’ death. Alsg,Jafin mentions that Jesus
speaks from the cross to His mother and His belovsadple. John’s detailed
presentation of this dialogue suggests that theifcxion marks the beginning of
a new community, in which we are intimately relate@ne another as the
children of God. Our connectedness in the Spaitscends traditional family
bonds, flesh and blood relationships are now seamgndHere, at the foot of the
cross, Jesus’ mother and the Beloved disciple septs the new community in
Christ.

Meditate: Throughout the crucifixion scene, the dgof Jesus from the cross reinforce
His unwavering commitment to His mission and thensity of His love for His people.
What comfort in times of suffering to recall howtfdul Jesus was to us, even in the
midst of His terrible torments. The dialogue bedawdesus, His mother and the beloved
disciple reminds us that essential to Jesus’ mssias the establishment of the church.
What is your commitment to this community in CHeist

April 21: John 19:28-37 It is finished.



Notes:

v. 28-30 Jesus knows that the work that He has doone heaven to achieve is
now accomplished. His cry for thirst is to fulfihe Scripture in Psalm 69:22. It is
also a symbolical equivalent of the cry of desolati He receives the wine
vinegar which symbolizes the cup of suffering He heceived in obedience. The
sponge full of wine vinegar is hoisted to Jesusiygssop, which was a small leafy
plant that would not serve well as a stick for & sgonge. A hysoop bunch was
dipped in the blood of the Passover Lamb for spingkon the doorframe.
(Exodus 12:22). Thus, John especially mentions litighlight that Jesus is the
Passover Lamb who sheds His blood for the deliverah God’s people. By
bowing down His head and handing over His spiriGtm, the Father will then
send the Holy Spirit to guide and teach the comtywofifaith.

v. 31 The request by the Jews that the bodigseo€tucified men should not
remain on the crosses on Sabbath, and that tlysible broken, is comprehensible
because the Romans usually left the crucified rodimger till their death,
sometimes for several days, and then the vultumeshed them off. If there was
any reason for hastening the death of crucified,rtiegir legs were smashed with
an iron mallet, so causing great loss of bloodaspmhyxia. Jewish law laid it
down that one that is hanged should not remaingiblzet overnight, since a
hanged man is accursed in God'’s sight and poltheetand. (Deut 21:22, 23) It
is important for the Jewish leaders to observeldvatbecause it is both a sabbath
and the day of Passover.

V. 32-34 The soldiers who mocked Jesus earlierdacet] for his clothes show up
to carry their task. They break the legs of theirais on both sides of Jesus.
They do not break the legs of Jesus because He@lg dead. It is stipulated in
the Scripture that the bones of the Passover lambat be broken (Exodus 12:46,
Num 9:12, Ps. 34:20). A soldier then tries to gnéee Jesus’ death by piercing
Jesus’ side with a spear. This too is a fulfillinehscripture in Zech 12:10.

V. 35-37 An eyewitness (likely the Beloved diseipsolemnly testifies that he
saw blood and water flow from Jesus’ pierced ssdeqs to prove that Jesus truly
suffered physical death. As the Passover lambsJeslain so that all may live
by the Spirit.

Meditate: Jesus’ final words, “it is finished” echtatements Jesus made throughout His
ministry that He had come to complete the worksustéd to Him by the Father. The
sacrifice is made. Sin is destroyed. The devikfedted. God and man are united once
more. So Jesus ends His life with a cry of triumpls finished.

Do you know God'’s plan in your life? How hard haamei been trying to finish your
God-assigned tasks?

April 22: John 19: 38-42 Two secret disciplese$us

Notes:

v. 38-39 According to other Gospels, Joseph ofmathea was a member of the
Sanhedrin, who dissented from the policy and astafrthe Sanhedrin regarding
Jesus. Also, he was a wealthy man who followedslaad looked for the

Kingdom of God. It was therefore an uncommonlyregeous act for Joseph to
dissociate himself from the Sanhedrin and to shsveympathy with Jesus, who



had been condemned and killed. However, Romansdlyslic not allow those
who were crucified a decent burial. Exceptions dda¢ made only as an act of
grace by the authorities, and that gesture toivelivho so petitioned. Joseph
had no right to make the request to take Jesus/,imd his position and his
wealth might have commended him to Pilate. Nicodeshows up with more
than sixty pounds of spices-myrrh and aloes- feugeburial. He will not
normally have on hand the amount of spices herdiamed. There must have
been an urgent collaboration with Joseph whileslesdying, and so Joseph
procures the grave clothes and Nicodemus the spibese two timorous
believers are publicly and courageously drawn &Qhrist after His exaltation
upon the cross.

- V. 40 Joseph and Nicodemus therefore take the bbdgsus and bind it with the
cloth wrappings and spices. The spices will haaenbspread the length of the
wrappings, and these wound round the body of Jesus.

- V. 41-42 According to John, the place where Jéese was the place of His
burial and the scene of the manifestation of Hssinection. In the providential
ordering of God, Jesus was not buried in the comaniominals’ grave, but in a
tomb that was at hand, unused and therefore fihi®Holy One of God, and one
that could be an unmistakable witness to the watdithe Lord of life over death.

Meditate: The effects of the life that Jesus pouretfrom the cross also take flesh in the
actions of Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus, bbtthom had previously been less
than shining examples of discipleship. Josephawvsexcret disciple for fear of the Jews,
and Nicodemus came to Jesus, but only in the aafveight. Now, however, the power

of Jesus’ death draws them both out into the od@seph takes the public step of asking
Pilate permission to bury Jesus’ body, and Nicodeprovides Him with an
extraordinary amount of spices, more suited tdbtingal of a king. As these two men
make public their emerging faith in Jesus, they diestrate the power of the fulfillment

of God’s promises in Christ.

Does the meditation on Jesus’ suffering and deatbwage you to take a more
courageous step of discipleship?

April 23: John 20:1-10 He is risen!!
Notes:

- V. 1-2 Mary goes to the tomb in the garden on its¢ day of the week, the Lord’s
Day in Christian tradition, but while it was stlark. It symbolizes that none of
Jesus’ disciples believe that Jesus is resurractédey are still walking in
spiritual darkness. Mary’s report suggests the tieair either enemies or robbers
had taken the body of Jesus. The robbing of tomdsssufficiently common for
official action to be taken against it. A decré¢he emperor Claudius ordered
capital punishment for those destroying tombsearaving bodies, or displacing
the sealing or other stones.

- V. 3-7 Clearly the presence of the wrappings ssiggthie body has not been
stolen as Mary assumed. What robber would unwragdinpse and then leave the
linen wrappings neatly folded in the corner of thb?

- V. 8-10 The beloved disciple believed in the resction of Jesus on the basis of
the physical evidence of the empty tomb. He isothlg person in the New



Testament who believed int eh resurrection of Japast from a resurrection

appearance. However, both disciples did not fuligrerstand the key events of

the life of Jesus until after scripture and theyHspirit had enlightened them.
Meditate: Do you believe in the resurrection of i©f» How does this belief change
your attitude of life?



