VCEFC Daily Devotion
March 13- March 19, 2006

March 13: John 11:45- 57 One man die for the pgapther than the whole nation
perish.
Notes:

-V 45-48 The Sanhedrin was the supreme Jewish goderusalem. The
members of the Sanhedrin fear that a mass movamdesus would lead to a
popular uprising. The Romans will then come aneé takay from them the
temple and the nation. Their main concern is tbein position rather than the
temple and the people.

- V 49-52 Caiaphas was the high priest in Jerusélem 18-36 A.D. His remarks,
without himself knowing it, predict the death o&us for the salvation of the
nation as well as the whole world. The idea of ging together the scattered
people of God is an Old Testament theme. Throhgldeath of Jesus, the people
of God will be drawn together from diverse natiamsl united in one.

- V. 53-57 The decision to kill Jesus is made iro#itial manner by the Jewish
authority. By giving life to Lazarus, Jesus plaeisiself under the danger and
threat of death.

Meditate:

1. Does Jesus know that raising Lazarus from deatlpwilHimself under danger?
Why does He do it?

2. Jesus gives life to us through His death. What @taesan to you?

March 14: John 12: 1-11 You will not always have.m
Notes:

- v 1-3 By anointing Jesus’ feet with extremely exgige perfume (it was worth a
year’s salary), and wiping His feet with her hiary is performing a very
improper and potentially erotic act, which violatee social norm. Jewish
women were not allowed to loosen their hair in pyjlét alone wipe a man’s feet
with it. But Mary’s act is an expression of hentility before Jesus and respect
for Him. It is a beautiful gesture of love and atien.

- V. 4-6 Judas’ comments may not have seemed unastrat time for he was the
treasurer of the group. It was only after Jesusumection, John came to realize
the real motive of Judas: he only cared about momatythe poor. But what is
more: Judas was also the one who betrayed Jestestidd in the Gospel of John,
every reference to Judas mentions his betrayal. (8Z:4, 13:2, 26-29, 18:2-3, 5)

- V. 7-8 Jesus sees Mary's act in reference toudigd death. Her pouring of the
ointment anticipates His burial, though Mary doetnealize it.

- V. 9-11 Many come to Bethany to see Lazarus asagellesus, resulting in many
of them going away from the Jewish leaders anckbielg in Jesus. The
increasing popularity of Jesus makes way for Hisriphant entry into the Holy
city.

Meditate: Mary’s act was an extravagant and tinelgression of love for Jesus.
Christians of every age have done extravagant shimgxpress devotion to God. How
about you? What is your “pint of pure nard” thatiyare willing to offer to God?



Mar 15: John 12:12-19 Your king is coming, seaiea donkey’s colt.
Notes:

- v 12-13 The Passover celebration attracts a langaber of pilgrims to Jerusalem.
The enthusiastic crowd, after receiving the newas Jlesus is coming to the feast,
comes out to meet Jesus with branches of palm, tndesh signify the
nationalistic spirit of the spirit who are hoping fiberation from their enemies.
The words they shout are based on a psalm surftelyyeiople as a welcome to
the prince of the house of David as they make thay to Jerusalem (Psalm
118:26). Hosanna is a Hebrew word that means gilvatson or victory now.

The crowd hails Jesus as King of Israel and logg@Him as the answer to their
nationalistic hope.

-V 14-16 Instead of entering Jerusalem on a harsgmbol of power, Jesus rides
on a young donkey, which symbolizes humility andqee Zechariah 9:9-10
describes the joyous coming of the King-MessiahidHgghteous, gentle,
bringing salvation, riding on a donkey, proclaimipegace to the nations. This
understanding of the significance of Jesus’ aaioes not come to the disciples
until Jesus is “glorified”, i.e. after His deathdaresurrection. They then come to
grasp the nature of the kingship of Jesus, as lHesélf has revealed it: the king
of peace and salvation brought to the world thgdom of peace and salvation
through His dying and rising.

- 'V 17-19 The crowd and the Pharisees repond diftfgréo Jesus’ triumphal entry
into Jerusalem. The crowd comes out to welcomeasJescause they have heard
from many eye-witnesses that Jesus has raisedusafram death. The Pharisees,
however, become increasingly disturbed and blaneeamother for not being able
to stop the people from following Jesus.

Meditate: As the crowd wants to crown Jesus ag Wiith power and glory, He rides on
a young donkey to enter into Jerusalem. What duesell you about the nature of God’s
kingdom? How does it differ from the world’s kingd@

Mar 16: John 12:20-27 The man who loves his liikélase it.....
Notes:

- V. 20-22 The Greeks are Gentiles (non-Jewish ggopho find Judaism
attractive and have come to participate in the ®Resdeast. They have an
openness to God that prompts them to make thauinieg about Jesus. Their
desire to sedesus characterizes the right attitude of a sdekagyproach Jesus.

- V. 23 The approaching passion of Jesus is the diolgsus’ exaltation and
glorification. In the Gospel of John, the timelJekus’ glorification usually refers
to the time He is crucified. The appearance ofGheeks is crucial because it
signifies that both Jews and Gentiles are incluglighin the scope of Jesus’
salvation. Through His death all people will bevdnao Him.

- V. 24-26 By comparing His own life to a seed timatst die to give new life,
Jesus invites His disciples to follow His foot stdyy living a sacrifical life. It is
to make the Kingdom of God, not our present intsresthis world, our priority.
Following Christ means sharing His suffering, bigbasharing His glory, now



and in the future. Eternal life is a present tgdhrough faith in Christ, but it is
also a future reality for the Father will honor $kavho serve Christ.
- V. 27 Jesus quotes from Psalm 6 to express Higglt, which echoes His
longer agonizing prayer in the garden of Gethsenfistaek 14:32, 42). However,
He immediately recognizes that the cross is thearéor the incarnation.
Meditate:
1. “The man who loves his life will lose it, whilke man who hates his life in this world
will keep it for eternal life.” What does this statent remind you?
2. Do you want to follow Jesus’ foot steps? Whatslid mean to you by living a
sacrifical life?

Mar 17: John 12: 28-36 Put your trust in the lighile you have it.
Notes:

- V. 28-29 To glorify the Son is to glorify the Rat because it is through the
cross that the loving and gracious nature of Gadast clearly revealed. Jesus’
ministry and life of obedience have been focusetrarging glory to the Father,
and the voice from the heaven is to affirm thatwideer, the crowd has different
opinions about the voice. God’s presence in thddrierambiguous and always
open to interpretation.

- V. 30-33 Jesus announces that the critical momingman history is about to
come, the ruler of the world will be deposed arel$on of Man will be exalted.
The humiliation of crucifixion is also the exaltati of Christ. When Jesus is
physically lifted up on the cross, He will beginsHiscent and return to the Father.
From His exalted position with the Father, He dilaw all people, both Jew and
Gentile, to come to Him through faith.

-V 34-36 Instead of responding to the crowd’s misrsthnding, Jesus invites
them to follow Him, the light of life. It's time fothem to make a decision to trust
in the light or to remain walking in the darkness.

Meditate: Jesus’ invitation is for the crowd, blgcafor you. How are you going to
respond to Jesus’ invitation today? It's a contumiwalk with Him in the light of life,
which calls for your obedience to His will in yoewery choice of life. Reflect on what
you did in the past 24 hours, were you following tight or walking in the darkness?

Mar 18: John 12:37-43 What do you love: praisenfroen or praise from God?
Notes:

- V. 37- 40 John states it clearly that the unbalfahe Jews is well predicted by
the prophet (Isaiah 6:10). God intends persisiabtlief to lead to decisive
judgment, subsequent repentance, and ultimateaiahice.

- V41 The prophet Isaiah probably saw Christ inisgon of the heavenly throne
(Isaiah 6:1-4)

-V 42-43 The faith of the leaders lack substanaabge they do not confess it for
the fear of excommunication and the loss of reputathey loved the praise from
men more than the praise from God. This may reflexsituation of many in the
synagogues of the first century. To be a truebedir of Christ, one must count
honor in the sight of God of greater consequenae tonor in the sight of men,
and be bold enough to confess Jesus as the Christ.



Meditate: Do your friends know that you are a €fein? If you need to pay a price for
confessing your faith, will you do it? Why? Whath®& highest price you have paid for
confessing your faith thus far?

Mar 19: John 12:44-49 No one who believes in nmkhstay in darkness.
Notes:

- This passage serves as a summary of the teachingiarstry of Jesus through
the frist twelve chapters of the Gospel of Johlesus has walked in the world for
almost three years to proclaim, heal, nourish,lehgk and transform people. He
has even raised His close friend from the dead.eSoeople praise Him as the
king, others condemn Him of blasphemy. Some haegléd to follow Him, and
others have plotted to kill Him. The forces of ehéf seem to be growing.
Darkness, deceit and death threaten to conquer Mighlight, truth and life are
still found through faith in Jesus. Jesus, the @dl compassion, shouts out His
final plea for the people to believe in Him. Heraisimage of Jesus to remember.
It's a picture of patience and persistence forderch’s own mission in the
world. “When it seems that there is nothing marsdid, there remains one other
word, the word of grace.” (Craddock 1982: 96)

- V. 44-45 Jesus once again speaks about His oneiitbsthe eternal God. Faith
in Him is faith in God.

- V.46 Jesus has come to give light and life todak and dying world, which is
alienated from God and remains in darkness.

- V. 47-48 The word spoken by Jesus is the stamafgrdigment by God, the giver
of the word.

- V. 49-50 God’'s command is eternal life. God ingites into a relationship with
Him and a sharing of His life through Jesus.

Meditate:

1. What have you learned from Jesus’ patience andspemse to the unbelief? What
attitude should we adopt towards non-believers?

2. “The word spoken by Jesus is the standard of judgime God.” What does it
remind you?



